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” BENJAMIN JAMES

Moderator

Partner
McCarthy Denning

Benjamin James is a Partner at McCarthy Denning, where he advises multinational
businesses, financial institutions, and high-net-worth individuals on complex tax,
corporate, and commercial matters. His practice spans domestic and international
taxation, cross-border transactions, regulatory compliance, and business structuring
across multiple jurisdictions.

He has extensive experience advising clients on international tax planning, mergers

and acquisitions, investment structuring, and dispute resolution. Benjamin is an active

contributor to discussions on tax policy and regularly participates in professional
conferences, industry forums, and capacity-building initiatives focused on the

evolving international tax landscape.
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Benjamin is a member of the International Fiscal Association (IFA) and is actively

------

involved in promoting dialogue on international taxation across Africa. As Moderator

------

""" for this webinar, he will guide the discussion on balancing revenue protection with

------

investment competitiveness in Africa's evolving tax environment.
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EVERLYN MUENDO

Senior Policy Officer — Tax and International Financial Architecture
Tax Justice Network Africa (TJNA)
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SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

Everlyn Muendo is a tax policy specialist at Tax Justice Network Africa, where

she works on international tax policy and the global financial architecture. Her

work focuses on advancing equitable tax systems, strengthening domestic

resource mobilisation, and promoting Africa's voice in international tax reforms.

She engages with governments, regional institutions, and global stakeholders

on issues including international taxation, investment policy, illicit financial

flows, and public finance. Her work supports evidence-based policy

development and advocacy aimed at building fair and effective tax systems

across Africa.

She is an Advocate of the High Court of Kenya and has professional

expertise in international taxation, public finance, and investment policy.
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" BIRHANU TADESSE DABA

Principal Associate
Capacity Building and Tailored Services Department
IBFD

Birhanu Tadesse Daba develops and delivers tax training programmes and
@ teaching materials for tax authorities, professional firms and other organisations.
He also conducts tailored tax research and assessments and contributes to

IBFD’s standard course offerings.

He has over 14 years of experience in domestic and international tax. Before
joining IBFD, he worked as an international tax and transfer pricing adviser in

the Netherlands and previously served in various roles at Ethiopia’s Ministry of

Finance, including in tax policy, legal Affairs and tax treaty negotiations.

Mr. Daba holds an LLM in International Tax Law from the University of Amsterdam,

------ Ethiopia
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an LLM in International Law from the Ethiopian Civil Service University, and an

LLB in Laws from Addis Ababa University. He has served as IBFD’s tax technical
""" editor for country surveys across eight African countries and as a CSAT scholar.
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CHIZARAM MODLINE OPARAJI

Counsel
International Finance Corporation

Chizaram Modline Oparaji advises on international tax matters relating to the

World Bank Group's private sector operations, focusing on financing structures,

tax risk, reputational considerations, and developments in the international tax
landscape. She also contributtes to training programmes and international

tax discussions.

Before joining the World Bank Group, she worked with Deloitte Middle East's

regional transfer pricing team in Dubai, advising multinational businesses
across sectors including energy, insurance, transportation and consumer goods.

She previously practised dispute resolution at Aluko & Oyebode in Nigeria.

a2 Nigeria She holds an LL.B from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka, an LL.M from
""" Harvard Law School, is an International Tax Affiliate of the Chartered Institute

------

...... of Taxation (UK), and is admitted to practise law in Nigeria and New York.
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